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workforce, are employed directly in manufactur-
ing. According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis,
manufacturers in the United States perform more
than three-quarters of all private-sector research and develop-
ment and drive more innovation than any other sector. One
place innovation is increasingly relevant is in the safe handling
of hazardous substances that are often required in the manufac-
turing process.
One such chemical is Toluene Diisocyanate (TDI), a known
respiratory sensitizer and a necessary raw material for the pro-
duction of many types of flexible polyurethane foam. For some
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Its foam manufacturing members boast an admirable safety
track record across an estimated 70 to 80 North American man-
ufacturing plants.

Results of 24-year tracking surveys show a minimal 2 per-
cent incident rate for self-reported occupational asthma
among flexible polyurethane foam manufacturing work-
ers. Rates for medically diagnosed occupational asthma are
lower. These rates are far below an estimated 10 percent rate
for asthma among the U.S. adult population.

What is Flexible Polyurethane Foam?

First developed in the 1940s, flexible polyurethane foam (FPF)
is the cushioning material of choice for a wide range of appli-
cations, Its virtually everywhere we turn: in mattresses, seating,
and protective panels in vehicles and aircraft; in residential and
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